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I Our Military and Naval
Establishments Have

I Their Own Powder
I . Plants - Making SHot
I and Shell-TestingGunI Charges Under Exact-

mg Conditions.
BY WAIiDON FAWCETT.

*WT may or may not be true, as the
/ old adago argues' that mortoy

makes tho maro go, but tboro In
no question that It Is ammunition

that puts "pep" In preparedness. It
is the supreme essential. A nation
with plenty of powdor might make 1

bombs of tomato cans and do deadly
execution, but a nation with guns and
no shot and shell.perish the thought

As the people of the Ufllted States
have been brought face to fate with
the Issue of "preparednnos" it has
gradually dawned upon many persons
who never thought of it that way be-
fore, that In the event of war It would
bo vastly more Important for Uncle
Sam to have an ampie reserve supply
of ammunition Injils magazines than
a bulk of gold eoln In his strong boxes,
Uncle Sam's credit might be good If
he hfcdn't the coin to pay cash for his
purchases, but It requires time to manufactureammunition.
Uncle Sam In the Munitions Business.

Aside from tho paramount consld-I eratlon of laying by some extra amImunition for a noisy day tho* moat In-
tercstlng feature of tho present alt-
uatton Is that which discloses Uncle
Bam looming up In the role of am-
munition maker. Incidentally, this
ariglo has direct boating on the most ,

hotly contested point In the dispute
over preparedness. The citizens of
the republlo who don't believe In lay-
lng out vast sums In preparation for
war will tell you,' the mtnute oonversatlonon the sdbjeot starts, that this
whole preparedness agitation has been

I engineered by the American firms that
msnnlacture inmjttjons.
Now the Interesting question is as Xb

I what these roody debaters will say ,
when It comes about that Uncle 8am
Is In a position to manufacture all ^I his own "handle with care" supplies.
Within a few£ months now the U. 8. j
Navy Department will have oompleted
extensions of its great plant at lndlsrn

I Head, Maryland, on the Potomac river t
that will place It In a position to man- <

ufOoturs all uxe powder needed for ;
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our warships. The Government has a
lusty "infant industry" In torpodo
manufacture; new projectile factories
are proposed 1C Congress will loosen
the purse strings.

A Big Saving in Cost.
Thrift is an influence that is push*

Ing the Government into the field of
ammunition making. Hore is a grainof comfort for tho taxpayer who does
not believe that the way to preserve
peace is to be prepared for war; At
any rate he can have the consolation
of knowing that Just in so far as Uncle
Sam makes his own war material will
money be saved to the publio that
pays, over any plan of purchasing in
the opeh market In pfoof of the
economy of Government ammunition
making, take tho case of powder..
Just before the /outbroak of the

SpanlSh-Amerlcan
'

war tho Governmentwas paying the-fancy price of $1
per pound for all its smokeless powderand during and after our brush
with Spain we paid 80 to 85 cents a
pound to the private companies from
which the supply was obtained. In the
face of oontlnual protests, approachinga publio scandal, the price gradualiywent- dowft to 69 cents. Then
Congress made & thorough Investigationand as a result fixed 68 cents perpound' as all the' Government .would
pay. This past year Unole Sam has
been making smokeless powder at In-
ll&ft Uwl.no; * sparse quantity* but
i total of nearly 4*000,000 pounds.at
i coat of less than 21 cents per poundJiank natter of fabt the brief his-' 1
:ory of the Indian Head Ammunition 1
plant is the 6he biff objeepjeaso'n that *
M encourarlhff Uncle Sam- to tales up z
the manufacture of all aorta of war 1
nnnltlona It was only In 190.0 that <
the Governmeilt beffan to make pew- I
lor"'at the establishment on the. lower 1
Potomac and then operations were In- <
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.uturated on a comparatively modest
cole. Tot, at present* this modern
nanufactory, thanks to appropriations
ly the last Congress, is In a'position
o moot the powder calls of tho NAvyind may still further bo "speeded up"f It Is decided to spend as-proposed
hlryear the sum of 18,000,000 for reervemunitions. But for all this
iohIevement,\Thomas A, Edison. the
amous inventor, and an earnest advofateof peace, ^ald* after a reoeht visit
o Indian Qend that he would favor
onbllny the capacity of the btg-Tedratpowder tfilll.

No Ixmycr/a Novioe.
Ever hear of an acid test? Well,

tore goes for a story of one that
* * * . -1-raws iAll unci* mm lr not rat onItlodto rank a* a vetoraa In n.mmailtlonmanufacture la no longer In

ho apprentice claw. Mlxod acid 1*
ne of the owentlala in tho mannactureof smokelem powder. Unele
lam haa bean buying hla aotd In the
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of add hart boosted the price.n<
count of thai war, yon know,- samo i
tea and tires.from three cent* pi
pottnd to nearly seven cents per poum
Whereupon our Federal powdei
makers have cotton busy with the ri
suit that they' have discovered thi
they can manufacture their own ad
at a cost" of {cents per pound or 1«
SH4 MM IM MMA ~w aS«s tha Amsmi
Mi1U V»u« »U VUV WVVW4,

m«nt mora than one-third of a mil
Uph dollars or enough to lUkbtll th
ocld-maklrig plants *

,.

A parallel oaae ia found la torped
manufacture, bat how the Oovernatex
ta making Ite own torpedoes at th
rate of more than four hundred a yea
would make a whole atopy la Itael
The manufacture of mines, too. mini
of both the anchored and tactical typo
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j- we bear 1n mind thai a $15.000,Oi
is dreadnatight become# a mere wort
ir less. Hosting hulk the minute h<
L ammunition is exhausted is it ai
- wonder that the powers that be
K Washington ftfo molt concerned abo
it the "main ohnnee" in munltiona Th
d U why the loud cry to Congt»«gg»for a biggor "reserve" of largo ahel
k- and othor munlttone that requli
t- months to manufacture.

The Army, alike to tbe Navy, Jt<
soma buny llttlo experiment® wl

0 are alwaya going after "aomethli
tt new" In the ammunition line and tl

best of thene inventive aharka hat
ir not been lured by the offers of fam
t salaries made by the managers
« private munition plants. Recently,
a. to ^Illustrate the tlrele« effort t)
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^Bfleveloped a method of manufacturing
Bs&rtridra cases of steel that wouia i
Krove most valuable In kn emergency.

another novelty lateiy-prodaced is ap.,,-. . "ammunition pacx."
I Making Munitions For Onr Army.
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an advanluce and .bla la th. poUo,

la reaponnihility
>o for provldlnB pWectuS la apportion '

>« among a numbar of Oover:,
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r- above-mentioned plant»tha| Govern- i
id J meat laet year expended ©no nndij
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trtor million dollar* In maltla#mora than o million pound* of
cannon powder and 76,000 pound* of

The pride of our war official* Just
now lj» thonew-plant atthe Watertown - 1HAriwnal for the imuujt'iicturo of arm*uni

and' mortara. Ilore tho chief|'
the"e*tabU*hm*nt°n"^6
demand foobfle artillery ahells, shrap-

lows hostile aircraft, our busy little
unmunltion makers have been etor- i
ng up for future use "the beat ever** \
>ombfl to be dropped from aeroplanes
lying the Stars and Stripes. Nor is It
iny secret that at Krunkford singular
lucre t h:n been attained with bombs
nanufactured from shrapnel cases.
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